MARLBOROUGH
Parliamentarians who had made the Revolution and were still
rigidly set upon its purpose could not but muse upon the
easy gaiety and grace of the Court of Charles II. They
remembered that James, with all his political faults, had the
courtesy and dignity which distinguished the later Stuarts.
Politics apart, they soon began wistfully to look back to the
days when they had a king of their own.
The King's unsociable disposition, his greediness at table,
his silence and surliness in company, his dislike of women,
his neglect of London, all prejudiced him with polite society.
The ladies voted him " a low Dutch bear." The English
Army too was troubled in its soul. Neither officers nor men
could dwell without a sense of humiliation upon the military
aspects of the Revolution. They did not like to see all the
most important commands entrusted to Dutchmen. They eyed
sourly the Dutch infantry who paced incessantly the sentry-
beats of Whitehall and St James's, and contrasted their shabby
blue uniforms and small stature with the scarlet pomp of the
ist Guards and Coldstreamers now banished from London.
It was a pity, thought they, that the public interest had not
allowed them to give these fellows a drubbing.
It is curious indeed that the English statesman who most
commanded the new King's confidence and enjoyed his
intimacy was the one who least deserved it. Sunderland had
fled to Holland when King James's power collapsed, in fear
apparently of Catholic vengeance for having led his master to
ruin. We have found at Blenheim one of his few surviving
letters. It is of interest for the light it casts both upon
his own position and upon his relations with Churchill. He
wrote to Churchill from Rotterdam on December 19, 1688 :
* After the long friendship we have had and our manner of
living for many years, I can not doubt but you will contribute
what you can to make things easy for a man in my condition;
therefore it is not necessary for me to write at this time. But, my
wife going into England, I would not omit putting you in mind
of me and begging you will assist her and always wanting money
and never so much as now. If she speakes to you for the George
and Garter which I desired you or My Lady Churchill would
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